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A Getting started for teachers
Introduction
This Getting Started guide provides an overview of the new International GCSE Biology
qualification, to help you get to grips with the changes to content and assessment, and to
help you understand what these mean for you and your students.

Support for delivering the new specification
Our package of support to help you plan and implement the new specification includes:
Planning – In addition to the relevant section in this guide, we will provide a course planner
and an editable scheme of work that you can adapt to suit your department.
Teaching and learning – To support you in delivering the new specification, we will provide
suggested resource lists and suggested activities.
Understanding the standard – Sample assessment materials will be provided.
Tracking learner progress – Results Plus provides the most detailed analysis available of
your students’ exam performance. It can help you identify topics and skills where students
could benefit from further learning. We will also offer examWizard, which is a free exam
preparation tool containing a bank of past Edexcel exam questions, mark schemes and
examiner reports for a range of GCSE and GCE subjects.
Support – Our subject advisor service, and online community, will ensure you receive
help and guidance from us as well as enabling you to share ideas and information with
each other. You can sign up to receive e-newsletters to keep up to date with qualification
updates, and product and service news. Email our subject advisor: TeachingScience@
pearson.com
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Key features of the qualification
• The content is similar to the previous 4BI0 specification but has been updated to ensure
progression to IAL and GCE A Level, as well as remaining comparable to the Ofqual
regulated GCSE.
• The assessment model has two papers. Paper 1 is 2 hours long and assesses core (nonbold) content from across the specification. Paper 2 is 1 hour and 15 minutes long and
assesses a range of sub topics (bold content) in greater detail, in addition to the core
content. Both papers will have a range of question styles and calculators can be used in
both papers.
• Practical skills will be assessed through the written papers; there is no coursework or
practical exam.
• Students will develop analytical and logic skills by applying understanding of scientific
concepts and principles to a range of situations. Some examination questions will
be more problem solving in style – addressing the need for mathematical skills to
complement students’ knowledge.
• We have designed our International GCSE qualification to be of equivalent standard
to Pearson’s regulated GCSE qualification. This ensures that International GCSEs are
recognised globally and provide students with the same progression routes.
The new Biology specification sits in a suite of updated International GCSE Science
qualifications including Chemistry, Physics, Science (Double Award) and the new Science
(Single Award). Both Double and Single Award Science contain specific Biology content,
equally weighted with Physics and Chemistry. While they have a similar standard of
assessment rigour, these qualifications cover a reduced volume of specification material
compared to this qualification.
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A Getting started for teachers
Qualification overview
This section provides an overview of the course to help you see what you will need to teach.
The overview gives a general summary of each of the examined papers.
Biology Paper 1

*Paper code 4BI1/1B and
4SD0/1B

 Externally assessed
 Availability: January and June
 First assessment: June 2019

61.1% of the total
International GCSE

Content summary
Assesses core content that is NOT in bold and does not have a ‘B’ prefix. Questions may come
from any topic area across the specification.
1 The nature and variety of living organisms
2 Structures and functions in living organisms
3 Reproduction and inheritance
4 Ecology and the environment
5 Use of biological resources
Assessment
 The paper is assessed through a 2-hour written examination set and marked by Pearson.
 The total number of marks is 110.
 A mixture of different question styles, including multiple-choice questions, short-answer
questions, calculations and extended open-response questions.
 A calculator may be used in the examination.
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Biology Paper 2

*Paper code 4BI1/2B

 Externally assessed
 Availability: January and June
 First assessment: June 2019

38.9% of the total
International GCSE

Content summary
Assesses all the content including content that is in bold and has a ‘B’ prefix. Questions may
come from any topic area across the specification. Bold statements cover some sub-topics in
greater depth.
1 The nature and variety of living organisms
2 Structures and functions in living organisms
3 Reproduction and inheritance
4 Ecology and the environment
5 Use of biological resources
Assessment
 The paper is assessed through a 1-hour and 15-minute written examination set and marked by
Pearson.
 The total number of marks is 70.
 A mixture of different question styles, including multiple-choice questions, short-answer
questions, calculations and extended open-response questions.
 A calculator may be used in the examination.

Assessment Objectives
% in International
GCSE
AO1

Knowledge and understanding of biology

AO2

Application of knowledge and understanding, analysis and
evaluation of biology

38-42%

AO3

Experimental skills, analysis and evaluation of data and methods
in biology

19–21%

38–42%

100%
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A Getting started for teachers
What’s changed?
What’s changed from 4BI0?
The major change is that the grading will now run from grade 1 up to grade 9 to ensure
comparability with the regulated GCSE. Grade 4 is roughly equivalent to the old grade C,
whereas grade 9 represents a higher level of achievement than the old A* grade, and will
only be achieved by the very highest performing candidates.
What has changed

Current Edexcel International
GCSE Biology 2011 specification

New Edexcel International
GCSE Biology 2017 specification

Mark allocation for
papers

Paper 1: 120 marks

Paper 1: 110 marks

Paper 2: 60 marks

Paper 2: 70 marks

Duration of papers

Paper 1: 2 hrs.

Paper 1: 2 hrs.

Paper 2: 1 hr.

Paper 2: 1 hr. 15 mins.

AO1: 45–50%

AO1: 38–42 %

AO2: 27.5–32.5%

AO2: 38-42 %

AO3: 20–25%

AO3: 19-21%

Balance of
Assessment
Objectives

We’ve made some minor adjustments to the time of the exam papers; Paper 2 is now
15 minutes longer and accounts for an additional 10 marks. Paper 1 is still 2 hours long but
now has 10 less marks.
In order to maintain consistency with the new GCSEs we have also slightly adjusted the
weightings of the Assessment Objectives; this means there is a greater focus on the
Application, Analysis and Evaluation skills.
This also meant that we increased the focus on the inheritance and genetics section
regarding:
• RNA structure
• descriptions of stages for transcription and translation, including the role of mRNA,
ribosomes and tRNA
• polygenic inheritance
• mutations; causation, phenotype
• explaining Darwin’s theory of evolution by natural selection.
We have more clearly signposted the embedded practicals into the new specification and given
further guidance in the specification about the level of knowledge that needs to be taught.
We have reviewed and used, where possible, consistent command words across all three
separate science specifications and given further guidance in the specification about the
level of knowledge that needs to be taught.
Teachers wanted few other changes and so we have retained the previous assessment
pattern while keeping a familiar and consistent feel to the remainder of the material.
Other changes in content are as follows, the words in red are the changes to the specification.
6
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New topic
(2017 spec)
4BI1

Current topic
(2011 spec)
4BI1

Topic 1: The nature Topic 1: The
and variety of
nature and
living organisms
variety of living
organisms

New content

Content no longer in
the 2017 specification

1.2 describe the common features shown by
eukaryotic organisms: plants, animals, fungi
and protoctists

Sub-topic 1.2 has been split
up into sub-topics 1.2, 1.3
and 1.4.

1.3 describe the common features shown by
prokaryotic organisms such as bacteria

1.4 understand the term pathogen and know
that pathogens may include fungi, bacteria,
protoctists or viruses
Topic 2: Structure
and functions in
living organisms

Topic 2:
Structure and
functions in
living organisms

2.2 describe cell structures, including the
nucleus, cytoplasm, cell membrane, cell wall,
mitochondria, chloroplasts, ribosomes
and vacuole
2.3 describe the functions of the nucleus,
cytoplasm, cell membrane, cell wall,
mitochondria, chloroplasts, ribosomes
and vacuole
2.4 know the similarities and differences in the
structure of plant and animal cells
2.5B explain the importance of cell
differentiation in the development of
specialised cells
2.6B understand the advantages and
disadvantages of using stem cells in
medicine
2.9 practical: investigate food samples for the
presence of glucose, starch, protein and fat
2.12 practical: investigate how enzyme activity
can be affected by changes in temperature
2.13 understand how enzyme function can
be affected by changes in pH altering the
active site
2.14B practical: investigate how enzyme
activity can be affected by changes in pH
2.15 understand the processes of diffusion,
osmosis and active transport by which
substances move into and out of cells
2.16 understand how factors affect the rate of
movement of substances into and out of cells,
including the effects of surface area to volume
ratio, distance, temperature and concentration
gradient
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New topic
(2017 spec)
4BI1

Current topic
(2011 spec)
4BI1

New content

Continued

Continued

Topic 2: Structure
and functions in
living organisms

2.18 understand the process of photosynthesis
and its importance in the conversion of light
energy to chemical energy

Topic 2:
Structure and
2.24 understand that a balanced diet
functions in
living organisms should include appropriate proportions of
carbohydrate, protein, lipid, vitamins, minerals,
water and dietary fibre

Content no longer in
the 2017 specification

2.25 understand that energy requirements
vary with activity levels, age and pregnancy
2.27 describe the structure and function of
the human alimentary canal, including the
mouth, oesophagus, stomach, small intestine
(duodenum and ileum), large intestine (colon
and rectum) and pancreas
2.34 understand how the process of respiration
produces ATP in living organisms
2.35 know that ATP provides energy for cells
2.40B understand the role of diffusion in gas
exchange
2.41B understand gas exchange (of
carbon dioxide and oxygen) in relation to
respiration and photosynthesis
2.42B understand how the structure of the
leaf is adapted for gas exchange
2.43B describe the role of stomata in gas
exchange
2.53 describe the role of phloem in transporting
sucrose and amino acids between the leaves
and other parts of the plant
2.55B understand how water is absorbed by
root hair cells
2.56B understand that transpiration is the
evaporation of water from the surface of
a plant
2.57B understand how the rate of
transpiration is affected by changes in
humidity, wind speed, temperature and
light intensity
2.58B practical: investigate the role of
environmental factors in determining the
rate of transpiration from a leafy shoot
2.61 understand how adaptations of red blood
cells make them suitable for the transport
of oxygen, including shape, the absence of a
nucleus and the presence of haemoglobin
8
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New topic
(2017 spec)
4BI1

Current topic
(2011 spec)
4BI1

New content

Continued

Continued

Topic 2: Structure
and functions in
living organisms

2.67 understand how factors may increase the
risk of developing coronary heart disease

Topic 2:
Structure and
2.71 know the excretory products of the lungs,
functions in
kidneys and skin (organs of excretion)
living organisms
2.72B understand how the kidney
carries out its roles of excretion and
osmoregulation

Content no longer in
the 2017 specification

2.73B describe the structure of the urinary
system, including the kidneys, ureters,
bladder and urethra
2.74B describe the structure of a nephron,
including the Bowman’s capsule and
glomerulus, convoluted tubules, loop of
Henle and collecting duct
2.75B describe ultrafiltration in the
Bowman’s capsule and the composition of
the glomerular filtrate
2.76B understand how water is reabsorbed
into the blood from the collecting duct
2.77B understand why selective
reabsorption of glucose occurs at the
proximal convoluted tubule
2.78B describe the role of ADH in regulating
the water content of the blood
2.79B understand that urine contains water,
urea and ions
2.84 describe the geotropic and phototropic
responses of roots and stems
2.85 understand the role of auxin in the
phototropic response of stems
2.89 understand the role of neurotransmitters
at synapses
2.92 understand the function of the eye in
focusing on near and distant objects, and in
responding to changes in light intensity
2.93 describe the role of the skin in
temperature regulation, with reference to
sweating, vasoconstriction and vasodilation
2.95B understand the sources, roles and
effects of the following hormones: ADH,
FSH and LH
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New topic
(2017 spec)
4BI1

Current topic
(2011 spec)
4BI1

New content

Content no longer in
the 2017 specification

Topic 3:
Reproduction and
inheritance

Topic 3:
Reproduction
and inheritance

3.5 practical: investigate the conditions
needed for seed germination

3.5 understand the
conditions needed for seed
germination (is now in a
practical context)

3.6 understand how germinating seeds utilise
food reserves until the seedling can carry out
photosynthesis
3.10B understand the roles of FSH and LH in
the menstrual cycle
3.11 describe the role of the placenta in the
nutrition of the developing embryo
3.12 understand how the developing embryo
is protected by amniotic fluid
3.14 understand that the genome is the entire
DNA of an organism and that a gene is a
section of a molecule of DNA that codes for a
specific protein
3.16B describe a DNA molecule as two
strands coiled to form a double helix, the
strands being linked by a series of paired
bases: adenine (A) with thymine (T), and
cytosine (C) with guanine (G)
3.17B understand that an RNA molecule
is single stranded and contains uracil (U)
instead of thymine (T)
3.18B describe the stages of protein
synthesis including transcription and
translation, including the role of mRNA,
ribosomes, tRNA, codons and anticodons
3.22 understand that most phenotypic
features are the result of polygenic inheritance
rather than single genes
3.35B understand how a change in DNA
can affect the phenotype by altering the
sequence of amino acids in a protein

3.31 understand that many
mutations are harmful but
some are neutral and a few
are beneficial

3.36B understand how most genetic
3.30 describe the process
mutations have no effect on the phenotype, of evolution by means of
some have a small effect and rarely do they natural selection
have a significant effect
3.38 explain Darwin’s theory of evolution by
natural selection
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New topic
(2017 spec)
4BI1

Current topic
(2011 spec)
4BI1

New content

Topic 4:
Ecology and the
environment

Topic 4:
4.2 practical: investigate the population size
Ecology and the of an organism in two different areas using
environment
quadrats
4.3B understand the term biodiversity
4.4B practical: investigate the distribution
of organisms in their habitats and measure
biodiversity using quadrats
4.5 understand how abiotic and biotic factors
affect the population size and distribution of
organisms

Content no longer in
the 2017 specification
4.2 explain how quadrats
can be used to estimate
the population size of an
organism in two different
areas
4.3 explain how quadrats
can be used to sample the
distribution of organisms in
their habitats
4.8 describe the stages in
the water cycle, including
evaporation,
transpiration, condensation
and precipitation
4.15 understand the
biological consequences of
pollution of water by
sewage, including
increases in the number of
microorganisms
causing depletion of
oxygen

4.16 understand the biological consequences
of pollution of water by sewage
4.17 understand the biological consequences
of eutrophication caused by leached minerals
from fertiliser

4.16 understand that
eutrophication can result
from leached minerals from
fertiliser
4.17 understand the effects
of deforestation, including
leaching, soil erosion,
disturbance of the water
cycle and of the balance in
atmospheric oxygen and
carbon dioxide.

4.18B understand the effects of
deforestation, including leaching, soil
erosion,
disturbance of evapotranspiration and
the carbon cycle, and the balance of
atmospheric gases
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New topic
(2017 spec)
4BI1

Current topic
(2011 spec)
4BI1

New content

Content no longer in
the 2017 specification

Topic 5: Use
of biological
resources

Topic 5: use
of biological
resources

5.5 understand the role of yeast in the
production of food including bread

5.5 understand the role of
yeast in the production of
beer

5.6 practical: investigate the role of anaerobic
respiration by yeast in different conditions
5.7 understand the role of bacteria
(Lactobacillus) in the production of yoghurt
5.8 understand the use of an industrial
fermenter and explain the need to provide
suitable conditions in the fermenter, including
aseptic precautions, nutrients, optimum
temperature and pH, oxygenation and
agitation, for the growth of microorganisms

5.6 describe a simple
experiment to investigate
carbon dioxide production
by yeast, in different
conditions

5.9B understand the methods used to
farm large numbers of fish to provide a
source of protein, including maintaining
water quality, controlling intraspecific and
interspecific predation, controlling disease,
removing waste products, controlling the
quality and frequency of feeding, and
selective breeding
5.15 evaluate the potential
5.15 understand how genetically modified
plants can be used to improve food production for using genetically
modified plants to improve
5.16 understand that the term transgenic
food production (illustrated
means the transfer of genetic material from
by plants with improved
one species to a different species
resistance to pests)
5.17B describe the process of
micropropagation (tissue culture) in which
explants are grown in vitro
5.18B understand how micropropagation
can be used to produce commercial
quantities of genetically identical plants
with desirable characteristics
5.19B describe the stages in the production
of cloned mammals involving the
introduction of a diploid nucleus from a
mature cell into an enucleated egg cell,
illustrated by Dolly the sheep
5.20B understand how cloned transgenic
animals can be used to produce human
proteins

12

5.20 evaluate the potential
for using cloned transgenic
animals, for example
to produce commercial
quantities of human
antibodies or organs for
transplantation
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Assessment guidance
The assessment for this qualification is linear and both papers must be taken in the
same series.
There will be a range of compulsory question styles including multiple-choice
questions, short-answer questions, calculations and extended open-response
questions on both papers.
Students may be required to perform calculations, draw graphs and describe,
explain and interpret physical phenomena. Some of the question content will be
unfamiliar to students; these questions are designed to assess data-handling skills
and the ability to apply biological principles to unfamiliar situations.
Questions targeted at the higher grades will be designed to test: knowledge,
understanding, application, analysis, evaluation and experimental skills. Some
questions will require longer prose answers.
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Delivery of the qualification – transferable skills
Why transferable skills?
Ensuring that International GCSE qualifications will help improve student outcomes through the
acquisition of transferable skills, as well as subject content and skills, is a key aim for Pearson.
In recent years, higher education institutions and employers have consistently flagged the
need for students to develop a range of transferable skills to enable them to respond with
confidence to the demands of undergraduate study and the world of work.
Through our teaching materials and support offered we want to:
1. increase awareness of transferable skills that are already being assessed (for both
students and teachers)
2. indicate where, for teachers, there are opportunities to teach additional skills that won’t
be formally assessed, but that would be of benefit to students.

What are transferable skills?
The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) defines skills, or
competencies, as ‘the bundle of knowledge, attributes and capacities that can be learned
and that enable individuals to successfully and consistently perform an activity or task and
can be built upon and extended through learning.’[1]
To support the design of our qualifications, the Pearson Research Team selected and evaluated
seven global 21st-century skills frameworks. Following on from this process, we identified the
National Research Council’s (NRC) framework [2] as the most evidence-based and robust skills
framework, and have used this as a basis for our adapted skills framework.
The framework includes cognitive, intrapersonal skills and interpersonal skills.

[1] (OECD (2012), Better Skills, Better Jobs, Better Lives (2012):http://skills.oecd.org/documents/
OECDSkillsStrategyFINALENG.pdf)
[2] Koenig, J. A. (2011) Assessing 21st Century Skills: Summary of a Workshop, National Research Council)
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Course planner
You will find a more detailed lesson plan in the scheme of work document, which
gives suggested teaching times for each unit. This is editable so that you can
customise it to meet your own needs.
An overview of a two- year course planner might be as follows, each week accounts
for 2 guided learning hours over 60 weeks of teaching to give a total of 120 hours.

Two- year course planner
Week No.

Lesson content

Sub-topics covered

1.1

a) Characteristics of living organisms

1.2

b) Variety of living organisms

1.3, 1.4

b) Variety of living organisms

Consolidation and assessment

a) Characteristics of living organisms
b) Variety of living organisms

3

2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4

a) Levels of organisation
b) Cell structure

4

2.5B, 2.6B

a) Levels of organisation
b) Cell structure

5

2.7, 2.8, 2.9

c) Biological molecules

6

2.10, 2.11, 2.12

c) Biological molecules

7

2.13, 2.14B

c) Biological molecules

2.15

d) Movement of substances into and out of cells

2.16, 2.17

d) Movement of substances into and out of cells

2.17

d) Movement of substances into and out of cells

1(a)
1(b)
2(a)
2(b)

Hours per topic
Section 1:
The nature and
variety of living
organisms
4 hours

8
9
10 (a)
10 (b)

11

Section 2:
Structures and
functions in living
organisms
78 hours

Consolidation and assessment

a) Levels of organisation
b) Cell structure
c) Biological molecules
d) Movement of substances into and out of cells

2.18, 2.19, 2.23

e) Nutrition

12

2.20, 2.23

e) Nutrition

13

2.21, 2.22

e) Nutrition

14(a)

Consolidation and assessment

e) Nutrition

14(b)

2.24, 2.25

e) Nutrition

15

2.26, 2.27, 2.28

e) Nutrition

17

2.29

e) Nutrition

18

2.30, 2.31, 2.32

e) Nutrition

19 (a)

2.32, 2.33B

e) Nutrition
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Week No.

Lesson content

Sub-topics covered

19(b)

Consolidation and assessment

e) Nutrition

20

2.34, 2.35, 2.36

f) Respiration

21

2.37, 2.38, 2.39

f) Respiration

22(a)

2.40B, 2.41B, 2.42B, 2.43B

g) Gas exchange

22(b)

2.44B, 2.45B

g) Gas exchange

23

2.46, 2.48

g) Gas exchange

24

2.47, 2.50

g) Gas exchange

25(a)

2.49

g) Gas exchange

25(b)

Consolidation and assessment

f) Respiration
g) Gas exchange

26

2.51, 2.52, 2.53

h) Transport

27

2.54, 2.55B

h) Transport

28

2.56B, 2.57B, 2.58B

h) Transport

29

2.59, 2.60, 2.61

h) Transport

30

2.62, 2.63B, 2.64B

h) Transport

31

2.65, 2.66

h) Transport

32

2.68, 2.69

h) Transport

33(a)

2.67

h) Transport

33(b)

Consolidation and assessment

h) Transport

34

2.70, 2.71, 2.72B, 2.73B

i) Excretion

35

2.74B, 2.75B, 2.76B, 2.77B

i) Excretion

36

2.78B, 2.79B

i) Excretion

37

2.80, 2.81, 2.82

j) Coordination and response

38

2.83, 2.84, 2.85

j) Coordination and response

39

2.86, 2.87, 2.88, 2.89, 2.90

j) Coordination and response

40

2.91 2.92

j) Coordination and response

41(a)

2.93, 2.94, 2.95B

j) Coordination and response

41(b)

Consolidation and assessment

i) Excretion
j) Coordination and response

42

3.1, 3.2, 3.3

a) Reproduction

43

3.3, 3.4, 3.5, 3.6, 3.7

a) Reproduction

3.8, 3.9, 3.10B, 3.13

a) Reproduction

3.11 3.12

a) Reproduction

Consolidation and assessment

a) Reproduction

3.14, 3.15, 3.16B,

b) Inheritance

3.17B, 3.18B, 3.19, 3.20, 3.21B

b) Inheritance

3.22, 3.23, 3.24, 3.25, 3.26, 3.27

b) Inheritance

3.28, 3.29, 3.30, 3.31, 3.32

b) Inheritance

49

3.33, 3.34, 3.35B, 3.36B, 3.37B

b) Inheritance

50(a)

3.38, 3.39

b) Inheritance

50(b)

Consolidation and assessment

b) Inheritance

44
45(a)
45(b)
46(a)
46(b)
47
48

16

Hours per topic

Section 3:
Reproduction and
inheritance
18 hours
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Week No.

Hours per topic

51
52
53
54
55
56(a)
56(b)

Section 4:
Ecology and the
environment
12 hours

57
58
59
60(a)
60(b)

Section 5:
Use of biological
resources
8 hours

Lesson content

Sub-topics covered

4.1 ,4.2, 4.5

a) The organism in the environment

4.3B, 4.4B, 4.6, 4.7

b) Feeding relationships

4.8 , 4.9

b) Feeding relationships

4.10, 4.11B

c) Cycles within ecosystems

4.12, 4.13, 4.14, 4.15, 4.18B

d) Human influences on the environment

4.16, 4.17

d) Human influences on the environment

Consolidation and assessment

a) The organism in the environment
b) Feeding relationships
c) Cycles within ecosystems
d) Human influences on the environment

5.1, 5.2, 5.3, 5.4, 5.9B, 5.10, 5.11

a) Food production
b) Selective breeding

5.5, 5.6, 5.7, 5.8

a) Food production

5.12, 5.13, 5.14, 5.15, 5.16

c) Genetic modification (genetic engineering)

5.17B, 5.18B, 5.19B, 5.20B

d) Cloning

Consolidation and assessment

a) Food production
b) Selective breeding
c) Genetic modification (genetic engineering)
d) Cloning
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A Getting started for teachers
Suggested resources
We recognise that new resources will become available throughout the lifetime of a
qualification. We will therefore supply a version of this resource list on our website, which
will be updated on an ongoing basis.
Name of resource

Link and information

Dedicated Science Subject
Advisor

Email: TeachingScience@pearson.com
Telephone UK: 020 7010 2190
Telephone Intl: +44 (0)20 7010 2190
Twitter: @PearsonSciences
Facebook: GCSE and IGCSE Science

examWizard

examWizard is a free online resource for teachers containing a huge bank of past
paper questions and support materials to help you create your own mock exam and
tests. http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/examwizard.html

ResultsPlus

ResultsPlus is a free online results tool analysis for teachers that gives a detailed
breakdown of your students’ performance in Edexcel exams. https://qualifications.
pearson.com/en/support/Services/ResultsPlus.html

Sample assessment material
and specimen papers

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-internationalgcses-and-edexcel-certificates/international-gcse-biology-2017.coursematerials.
html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FSpecification-and-sample-assessments

Textbooks and student
materials

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcsesand-edexcel-certificates/international-gcse-biology-2017.resources.html#filterQuery
=category:Pearson-UK:Publisher%2FPearson

18

Getting Started – Pearson Edexcel International GCSE Biology – Issue 1 – September 2017
© Pearson Education Limited 2017

B Getting started for students
Student guide
Why study the Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in Biology?
This course will enable you to:
• learn and apply knowledge and understanding of biological facts, terminology, concepts,
principles and practical techniques
• develop analytical and practical skills by applying understanding of scientific concepts
and principles to a range of familiar and unfamiliar situations
• prepare for more advanced courses in Biology and for other courses that require
knowledge of Biology.

What do I need to know, or be able to do, before taking this course?
We recommend that students are able to read and write in English at Level B2 of the
Common European Framework of Reference for Languages, otherwise there are no prior
learning requirements for this qualification.

Is this the right subject for me?
Have a look at our qualification overview to get an idea of what’s included in this
qualification. Then, why not get in touch with our student services, students@pearson.
com, to discuss any outstanding questions you might have?
You could also have a look at http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/campaigns/pearsonqualifications-around-the-world.info.html/content/demo/en/campaigns/pearsonqualifications-around-the-world/edexcel to find out what students and education experts
around the world think about our qualifications.
We also offer a Science (Double Award) and Science (Single Award). Both contain specific
Biology content, equally weighted with Physics and Chemistry. While they have a similar
standard of assessment rigour, these qualifications cover a reduced volume of specification
material compared to this qualification.
If you intend to pursue a career or further study in dentistry, medicine or another health
focused role then you may also wish to consider the International GCSE in Human Biology,
which can be taken alongside this course. While some content overlaps, the majority of this
qualification is different from Biology.

How will I be assessed?
This qualification is assessed by 100% written examination on two papers. Understanding
and application of practical knowledge and skills will be assessed in the written exam. There
is no coursework.
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A Getting started for teachers
What can I do after I’ve completed the course?
You can progress from this qualification to:
• the GCE Advanced Subsidiary (AS) and Advanced Level in Biology
• the International Advanced Subsidiary (AS) and Advanced Level in Biology
• other equivalent Level 3 Biology qualifications
• further study in other areas where Science or Biology is required
• further training or employment where numeracy, logic, analytical skills and science
knowledge are required.

What next?
Talk to your subject teacher at school or college for further guidance, or if you are a private
candidate you should visit: http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-for-you/
students.html
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